




When Mary first heard about Shady Oaks CampWhen Mary first heard about Shady Oaks Camp
nearly 40 years ago, it was through a connectionnearly 40 years ago, it was through a connection
at her daughter’s high school. One of the staffat her daughter’s high school. One of the staff
members had a brother who attended the camp,members had a brother who attended the camp,
a small conversation that would lead to aa small conversation that would lead to a
lifelong connection filled with devotion, growth,lifelong connection filled with devotion, growth,
and advocacy. Mary officially became part of theand advocacy. Mary officially became part of the
Shady Oaks Camp family in 1985, and whatShady Oaks Camp family in 1985, and what
began as a mother’s cautious curiositybegan as a mother’s cautious curiosity
blossomed into a powerful legacy.blossomed into a powerful legacy.

Karen, Mary’s daughter, was a longtime camperKaren, Mary’s daughter, was a longtime camper
who had a vibrant personality and a heart fullwho had a vibrant personality and a heart full
of kindness. Born with a seizure disorderof kindness. Born with a seizure disorder
requiring round-the-clock care, Karen hadrequiring round-the-clock care, Karen had
never spent a night away from home. “My firstnever spent a night away from home. “My first
reaction was fear,” Mary recalled. “At that time,reaction was fear,” Mary recalled. “At that time,
I didn’t think anyone could take care of her theI didn’t think anyone could take care of her the
way I did.” Yet Mary took a leap of faith, and inway I did.” Yet Mary took a leap of faith, and in
doing so, she gave Karen one of the mostdoing so, she gave Karen one of the most
treasured experiences of her life.treasured experiences of her life.   
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Karen flourished at Shady Oaks. She loved theKaren flourished at Shady Oaks. She loved the
social interaction and was known for helpingsocial interaction and was known for helping
other campers and staff. Her warmth andother campers and staff. Her warmth and
friendliness left a lasting impression. “Karenfriendliness left a lasting impression. “Karen
loved to interact with everyone,” Maryloved to interact with everyone,” Mary
shared. Her daughter’s independent spiritshared. Her daughter’s independent spirit
began to shine. “She told her counselor andbegan to shine. “She told her counselor and
all the staff that her mom was going to pickall the staff that her mom was going to pick
her up, so she repacked her suitcase everyher up, so she repacked her suitcase every
day,” Mary remembers fondly. Eventually, theday,” Mary remembers fondly. Eventually, the
staff had to hide the suitcase but Karen neverstaff had to hide the suitcase but Karen never
stopped saying, “Mom is going to pick me up.”stopped saying, “Mom is going to pick me up.”
It was a charming reminder of their bond,It was a charming reminder of their bond,
even as she found a second home at camp.even as she found a second home at camp.  

In 1987, just two years after Karen became aIn 1987, just two years after Karen became a
camper, Mary joined the Board of Directors.camper, Mary joined the Board of Directors.
Since then, she has remained a vital part ofSince then, she has remained a vital part of
Shady Oaks Camp’s leadership, offering aShady Oaks Camp’s leadership, offering a
unique perspective as both a parent andunique perspective as both a parent and
advocate. Her commitment has helped shapeadvocate. Her commitment has helped shape
the camp’s continued success and evolution.the camp’s continued success and evolution.
Mary has long encouraged new families toMary has long encouraged new families to
explore the camp firsthand: “Go out and seeexplore the camp firsthand: “Go out and see
the camp. Talk to other parents. Dependingthe camp. Talk to other parents. Depending
on your child’s needs, see if the camp canon your child’s needs, see if the camp can
support them, and always follow up to seesupport them, and always follow up to see
how they are adjusting.”how they are adjusting.”

Karen passed away in 2020, leaving behind aKaren passed away in 2020, leaving behind a
legacy of joy, resilience, and deeplegacy of joy, resilience, and deep
compassion. Her memory continues to live oncompassion. Her memory continues to live on
in every campfire song, every laugh sharedin every campfire song, every laugh shared
on the playground, and every camper whoon the playground, and every camper who
finds courage to take their first step awayfinds courage to take their first step away
from home. Mary’s enduring commitmentfrom home. Mary’s enduring commitment
ensures that Shady Oaks Camp remains aensures that Shady Oaks Camp remains a
place where love, inclusion, and belongingplace where love, inclusion, and belonging
come first.come first.

Together, Mary and Karen’s story is aTogether, Mary and Karen’s story is a
testament to what Shady Oaks has meant totestament to what Shady Oaks has meant to
so many families: a safe haven, a steppingso many families: a safe haven, a stepping
stone, and a forever home. Their legacy willstone, and a forever home. Their legacy will
continue to inspire the camp’s mission forcontinue to inspire the camp’s mission for
generations to come.generations to come.
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Friday July 18, 2025

Golf & Dinner
$125 per person includes: Range Balls, Golf 

Cart, Drink Tickets, Buffet Dinner

$40 Dinner Only Tickets

Games & Prizes
Contest for Hole in One, Longest Drive, 
Chipping, Putting, Raffles, and more.

Player Name

TEAM INFORMATION 
Type in your teams information below and email this form back to Ron or MaryLou.

Player Email
Golf &
Dinner

Dinner 
Only

To reserve your spot or for 
sponsorship information, 

contact us at:

mrgolfouting@gmail.com

4thAnnual 

Memorial Golf Outing
Mike Rusco

1:00pm Shotgun Start
OLD OAK COUNTRY CLUB

14200 PARKER RD, HOMER GLEN, IL 60491

Registration is on a first come, first serve basis. If paying by check, make check 
payable to the Mike Rusco Memorial Outing and mail to 13620 S. Dublin Dr., 
Homer Glen, IL 60491 or send your payment via Zelle to mrgolfouting@gmail.com.



Company Name/Contact Name
SPONSOR CONTACT INFO

Mailing Address

4th Annual 

Memorial Golf Outing
Mike Rusco

1:00pm Shotgun Start
OLD OAK COUNTRY CLUB

14200 PARKER RD, HOMER GLEN, IL 60491

Proceeds will benefit Homer Glen’s very own Shady Oaks 
Camp for people with disabilities and a donation will be 
made to Hope and Friendship Foundation. Sponsors are 
the key to the success of our event and your generosity is 
greatly appreciated by us and our recipients. To learn 
more about our recipients, visit www.shadyoakscamp.org 
and hopeandfriendshipfoundation.com

Drink Cart Sponsor $500 ea (2 Carts Available)
Gift Bag Sponsor - $500
Hole Sponsor - $125
Raffle Prizes

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

Sponsorships are available on a first come first serve basis. For more information, 
email mrgolfouting@gmail.com. If paying by check, make check payable to the Mike 
Rusco Memorial Outing and mail to 13620 S. Dublin Dr., Homer Glen, IL 60491 or 
send your payment via Zelle to mrgolfouting@gmail.com.

Friday July 18, 2025

Phone Email
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